






Flight Crew Attends 
Postmaster's Convention 

Dianne Herr 
Postmaster Coordinator 

"Hangar talk" is a term we usually 
reserve to describe the conversation ex
changed between aviators regarding their 
past experiences. Recently "hangar talk" 
was common place among a number of 
North Dakota Postmasters who remi
nisced and proudly reconstructed their part 
in last summer's Centennial Air Mail 
Flight. 

A booth was set up to display the 
framed cachets at the postmaster's stale 
NAPUS convention which recently con
vened in Devils Lake. This generated a 
number of stories regarding the historical 
flight to their cities. The Postmasters 
reenacted the sounds of the Stearman's 
engine as the pilots buzzed the towns; the 
enthusiasm of the children and city-folk 
who flocked to the airports and the 
memories of mail service using horse and 
buggy, Model A's, railroads and, of 
course, the airplane. 

For the Postal Service, the final 
chapter in the Air Mail Flight came at the 
Convention with the guest appearance of 
Helen Walkinshaw, pilot; Warren Pietsch, 
project originator; and Gary Ness, project 
promotor and Director of the North Dakota 
Aeronautics Commission. As represen
tatives of the sponsoring flight organiza
tion (Dakota Territory Air Museum), these 
outstanding participants again expressed 
their appreciation to the Postal Service and 
the many individuals from the 100 certified 
public-use airports who willingly took part 
in this historical event. 

Once again, thanks to the Dakota Ter
ritory Air Museum for their fore-sight to 
promote our state's general aviation seg
ment in such an innovative way. 

AAND NEWS 
Micheal Monson, Co-op Trainee 

New Rockford Airport 

Last year I learned about the 
Cooperative Education Program offered to 
students at UND. I started out just want
ing information on internships offered to 
aviation students, but a Cooperative (CO
OP) Education Program offers more than 
just a summer job. The program combines 
applicable learning with academics giving 
the student an opportunity to learn and 
obtain practical experience through pro
ductive employment under realistic and 
competitive circumstances prior to gradua-

Jim Herda and Lawrence Knoke of the Devils Lake Airport with the framed cachets pro
moting the Dakota Territory Air Museum at the postmaster's state convention in Devils Lake. 

Gary Ness addressing the rscent postmaster's state convention together with Dianne Herr, 
Warren Pietsch and Helen Walkinshaw. 

tion. All jobs must receive department 
approval, because students receive college 
credit for the work. Students also get paid 
for their work, unlike most internships. 

The management trainee position at 
the New Rockford Airport was one of the 
positions offered by the (CO-OP) program. 
The position was just what I wanted. 
Working for a small airport like this has 
given me the opportunity to get practical 
experience in airport operations. Erling 
Rolfson who is the manager of the New 
Rockford airport, and the president of the 
Airport Assoc. of North Dakota (AAND) 
has been working hard over the last several 
years through AAND to get this type of 
program established and it is now becom-

ing a reality. 
The main duties that I have are to 

update the airport lease agreements with 
the ag-operators, hangar leases, and other 
records. In addition to these duties Erling 
has given me other learning opportunities 
including two days at the State Aeronautics 
Commission in Bismarck to learn how the 
staff operates and the ways they help the 
airport manager in his job. I will also be 
spending a couple days with Greg Haug, 
manager of the Williston airport to see how 
he operates that airport. 

This job has given me a great start in 
my aviation career. 1 am learning a great 
deal this summer about the operation of an 
airport and hope to learn more. 



WASTE DISPOSAL SITES 
Robert A. Huber 

Supervisor - MNIND Section 
FAA - Airports District Office 

Landfills, garbage dumps, sewer or 
fish waste outfalls and other similarly 
licensed or titled facilities used for opera
tions to process, bury, store or otherwise 
dispose of waste, trash and refuse will 
attract rodents and birds. All of these 
are undesirable and potential hazards to 
aviation since they erode the safety of 
the airport environment when located on 
or near airports. While the chance of 
an unforeseeable, random bird strike in 
flight will always exist, nevertheless, it 
is possible to define conditions within 
fairly narrow limits where the risk is 
increased. Such high-risk conditions exist 
in the approach and departure patterns 
and landing areas on and near airports . 
The number of bird strikes reported on 
aircraft is a matter of continuing concern 
to the FAA and to airport management. 
Various observations support the conclu
sion that waste disposal sites are artificial 
attractants to birds. Therefore, disposal 
sites located in the vicinity of an airport 
are potentially incompatible with safe flight 
operations. 

Sponsor assurances in grant agree
ments require that airport sponsors take ap
propriate action, to the extent reasonable, 
to restrict the use of land adjacent to or in 
the immediate vicinity of the airport to 
activities and purposes compatible with 
normal airport operations. Airport owners 
need guidance in determining when a land 
use is incompatible, therefore, the Federal 

Mechanics 
Safety Seminars 

Joseph F. Souza 
Aviation Safety Inspector 

Fargo, FAAlFSDO 
The Fargo FAA FSDO would like to 

See safety seminars offered that are geared 
to the mechanic. We feel that safety in the 
aviation community greatly relates to the 
maintenance performed on the aircraft. 
Most mechanics are safety conscious, but 
do have questions that need to be 
answered. 

The FAA does offer numerous 
seminars for pilots which pertain mostly 
to operational safety. We feel that a safe
ty seminar program for the mechanics 
throughout the State of North Dakota 
would be very beneficial to the aviation 
community . 

If you, as a mechanic, would like to 
see such a safety program, please send 
your suggestions on what subjects you 

Aviation Administration recently issued 
revised Order 5200.5A, Waste Disposal 
Sites On Or Near Airports. This Order in
dicates that waste disposal sites located 
within 10,000 feet of any runway end 
used or planned to be used by turbine 
powered aircraft or within 5,000 feet of 
any runway end used by piston powered 
aircraft are considered imcompatible land 
uses. Also, any waste disposal site located 
within a five mile radius of a runway end 
is considered an incompatible use if it con
tributes to bird movements into or across 
the runways and/or approach and depar
ture patterns of aircraft. Waste disposal 
sites considered to be incompatible are to 
be eliminated . A recent comment by Col
onel Leonard L. Griggs, Jr., FAA's Assis
tant Administator for Airports , is an in
dication of FAA's determination in this 
matter. The Colonel said, "Let there be 
no doubt in anybody's mind that the 5,000 
foot and 10,000 foot criteria for sanitary 
landfills are sacrosanct." 

Copies of FAA Order 5200.5A have 
already been distributed by the Bismarck 
FAA Airports Field Office to all North 
Dakota airports with air carrier service; 
anyone else interested in obtaining a copy 
may request a copy from the Airports Field 
Office. We all need to put forth our best 
efforts to eliminate these waste disposal 
sites where they already exist near airports 
and prevent future ones from being sited 
near airports . 

would like to see addressed or any other 
comments you may have to our office. 

FAA 
Flight Standards District Office 
1801 23rd Ave. N., Room 216 
Fargo, ND 58102 

Ten Rules Of Aviation 
Courtesy of Flying Farmers 

I. Do not bust your butt .. . 
2. Do not let anyone else bust your butt for you ... 
3. Remember the pilot is always "the first to arrive 

at the scene of the accident. . . 
4. If in doubt ... get out... 
5. In instrument flying one peek at the ground is 

worth a thousand crosschecks .. . 
6. Thunderstorms and ice are just like being 

pregnant...there is no such thing as just a little .. . 
7. Forgiveness is easier to obtain than permission .. . 
8. Remember airplanes fly because of Bernoulli not 

Marconi . .. 
9. If. crash is inevitable hit the softest cheapest 

thing you can fmd as slowly as possible. 
10. What you don't say you don 't have to take back 
at the hearings .. . 
II. Don't forget rule one. 

Airport Grants Issued 
The North Dakota Aeronautics Com

mission on June 8, 1990 approved 22 air
port matching grants to secondary airports 
across North Dakota totaling $170,311. 
Those airports receiving up to 50% 
matching grants for maintenance, safety 
and improvement projects in 1990 are: 

1. Barnes County . . .. . . . . . $ 3,000 
2. Bowman .... .. ..... .. . 1,750 
3. Cando .......... .. .... 30,000 
4. Cavalier . . .. . . . ....... 20,000 
5. Dickinson . . ..... . ..... 1,800 
6. Drayton ........... .. " 20,000 
7 . Edgeley .. ...... . ...... 2,725 
8. Ellendale .. ..... . . . . . .. 4,000 
9 . Harvey ...... .. .. . .... 1,326 

10. Lamoure .. . . . . ... . ... . 2,500 
11. Leeds .. .... . ...... .. . 1,162 
12. Lisbon .. .... ..... .. .. . 7,226 
13. Mandan............ ... 1,320 
14. Mayville .. . .. . . . . . ... . 10,000 
15. Napoleon ....... . ..... 811 
16. New Town ..... . ... . .. 30,000 
17. Pembina.............. 5,660 
18. Rugby .... . . . ..... . ... 2,000 
19. Stanley ...... .. .. .. ... 1,120 
20. St. Thomas .. . . . . . . . . . . 3,921 
21. Wahpeton............ . 10,000 
22. Washburn . ..... . . . .. . . 10,000 

TOTAL - $170,321 

Requests from 31 airport communities 
totaled $775,281 but due to limited 
resources, only 22 % of the dollar requests 
were approved. 

The revenue for these grants is from 
a 4 % excise tax on the selling price of avia
tion fuels sold in North Dakota. These 
revenues have decreased 55 % since 1981 . 

REPORT UNSAFE 
AIRPORT CONDITIONS 

Mark J. Holzer, Aviation Planner 
NO Aeronautics Commission 

Since the Aeronautics Commission 
will not be inspecting some 30 airfields in 
1990, due to fiscal constraints, we are 
requesting your assistance. You are re
quested to report to our office any unsafe 
conditions observed at North Dakota air
ports, for example: cattle on runways, hay 
bales alongside runways, tall grass obscur
ing runway lights, pot holes in runways, 
vehicles parked near runways, etc. 

What we can do then is act on behalf 
of all N. D. pilots to recommend correc
tions to the airport owner to eliminate or 
reduce liability for any unsafe conditions. 
You as an observer may remain anony
mous and will always remain so in our 
correspondence with the airport owner. 
Call us at 224-2748. 



NDAAA BRIEFING 
Cynthia Schreiber-Beck, NDAAA 

The ag aviators are all buckled into 
their airplanes , hopefully enjoying a safe 
season. There is not a hopper full of news 
to report but no news is good news! 

Kirby Hahn was among the NDAAA 
representatives at the beekeepers meeting 
on June 8, 1990, in Jamestown. The 
general consensus of the NDAAA is that 
operator members intend to work with 
beekeepers but beekeepers must keep 
in mind that the sprayers are offering a 
needed service to the local growers and in 
order to stay in business must do timely 
applications when called upon. 

The NAAA Directory is out. If you 
are a NAAA member and have not re
ceived your 1990 directory please contact 
the NDAAA Secretary. 

A South Dakota based company is 
working on the powerlines running from 
Jamestown to north of Grand Forks. When 
working near these towers please be aware 
that the lines will be lowered for periods 
of time which would not permit an ag air
craft to fly under the wires . The workmen 
are also concerned about being sprayed or 
drifted on. If these workers are in your 
area, you can communicate with them by 
calling Mr. Loren Ross at 701-746-7186 . 
Mr. Ross has a listing of operators and will 
contact those near the work area. 

Senators Burdick and Conrad, and 
Representative Dorgan replied with letters 
to the NDAAA after receiving articles 
from the March issue of AGRJCUL TUR
AL A VIA TION. The articles were Ron 
Deck' s editorial and " Superbugs Hungry 
As Ever" . These were sent at the sugges
tion of Warren Walkinshaw. 

As an industry, please continue to pro
mote ag aviation throughout the season. 
The public is keenly aware of the 
movements of agricultural aircraft but they 
do not understand the role ag aviation plays 
in the 'big' picture of agriculture. Make 
an attempt to turn all your general 'noise' 
or ' smell ' complaint calls into an oppor
tunity to educate the public about what you 
do. 
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~iller, Chairman & Manager I ~~~s:lton Regional AIrport Auth. 
EAA Chapter 317 and the Cassleton 

Regional Airport Invite You To Join Us 
In Celebration Of Flight, At The 

1990 Upper Midwest F1y-In_ 
Saturday, Aug. 25th PM arrivals and 
evening activities_ 

1. Cook out; grills will be available for 
your food , or join US for burgers, beans , 
chips, etc. at modest charge. 6-9p hgr 4 

2. Hangar flying and aviation videos . 
5-9p hgr 4 

3. RIC model demonstrations . on taxiway 
4. EAA forums. 

a. Aerobatic safety for private pilots-
Jim Maroney 

b. Homebuilt safety - Dave Kragness 
c. TCAS and ATC - Bob Miller 
d. to be announced 
7- IOp, hgr 7 . 

5. Camping (bring your own tie-downs) 
water & electricity provided at Airport 
Camp Area or call Shamrock Motel 
701-347-5217 for R.O.N. 

Sunday, Aug_ 26th, AM arrivals and all 
day_ 

1. Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast. 
8-lIp hgr 7 

2. Boy Scout Noon Burgers. II-Ip hgr 7 
3. Open flying (NO AIRSHOW, this is for 

us) 
a. fun flying 
b. homebuilts 
c. classics (J-3 formations, ETC.) 
d. parachute demonstrations, all day 

4 . Commercial exhibits. 
5 . Address by North Dakota Aeronautics 

Director, Gary Ness. I: 15p hgr 7 
6. Awards 

a. best homebuilt 
b. best classic 
c . peoples' choice 

For more information contact Randy Vin
ing (701 ) 347-4680. 

Grand Forks AFB's 
1 st KC-135 Rededicated 

Airman Basic Steven J. Merrill 
42nd Air Division Public Affairs 

Grand Forks AFB 

A ceremony to rededicate a KC-135 
aircraft known as the "Miss Grand Forks" 
was held here May 5. 

" Miss Grand Forks, " tail number 
59-1457, was the first KC-135A delivered 
here 30 years ago. The aircraft , now a 
KC-135R model , was symbolically re
delivered to the 905th Air Refueling 
Squadron for its rededication and to com
memorate it as the first aircraft of its kind 
to land here. 

The anniversary ceremony began with 
a crowd of about 25 people from the 905th 
ARS and the 319th Bombardment Wing's 
maintenance squadrons watching the plane 
land, as it did 30 years ago. On the ground, 
the air crew was greeted by Col. Larry 
Lomax, 319 BMW commander. 

Several distinguished civilian visitors 
and members of the local media also 
witnessed the rededication, showing the 
close ties between the base and the city of 
Grand Forks. 

Colonel Gary Jack, commander of the 
905th, said the anniversary ceremony was 
intended not only to recognize the aircraft, 
but also the people who have helped main
tain it. 

" This rededication is a small gesture 
to recognize the outstanding work of the 
maintenance community ," Jack said. 
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